
FAIRVIEW AREA SCHOOLS’ BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 13, 2012 
______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________   
 

A regular meeting of the Fairview Area Schools’ Board of Education was held on Monday evening, 
February 13, 2012 in the elementary media center.  
 

Board President Beth Miller called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 PRESENT: Beth Miller, Chris Neff, Kirk Peterson, Merianne Tappan,  
and Anne Tompkins (7:05 p.m.) 

 

 ABSENT: Diana Danhoff and Randy Shantz 
 
II.  Principal Appreciation Week 

 
III.  Approval of Agenda 
 

The Agenda was approved by Board consensus with Item F. Lapeer Schools Board Resolution 
Letter  added under IX. NEW BUSINESS – DISCUSSION ITEMS. 

 
IV.  Consent Agenda 
  
Neff/Peterson That the following items be included in the Consent Agenda and be accepted as 

presented: 
A. January 9, 2012 regular board meeting minutes 
B. Treasurer’s Reports 
--Cash Receipts reports for General Fund, 1998 Debt Retirement Fund, and Sinking 
Fund 
--General Fund Accounts Payable for January 2012, which include payrolls of 
$120,069.71, bills to be ratified of $72,704.20, and bills to be paid of $51,545.65, 
totaling $244,319.56.  
D. Administrative written reports 
 

Ayes – 4; Nays – 0     Motion carried. 
 

V. Public Comment – None 
 
Mrs. Tompkins joined the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 
 
VI.  Administrative Reports 
 

Mr. Ricketson added the following to his Superintendent’s Report: 
1.  The legislative bill on Cyber Schools passed in the State House of Reps.  Mr. Ricketson will 

attend a conference call next week with State Representatives to discuss the District’s position. 

 
VII.  Board Committee Reports   

 

The Building/Maintenance Committee met on January 4, 2012.  Minutes were available. 
 
VIII.  OLD BUSINESS - None 
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IX.  NEW BUSINESS—ACTION ITEMS  
 

A. Coaching Assignment 
 

 Mr. Handrich made the following recommendation: 
 

Neff/Peterson That Mike Lietzke be approved as voluntary Girls Varsity Softball coach for the 
2011-2012 school year, pending fingerprint results.  

 

 Ayes – 5; Nays – 0     Motion carried. 
 

B. Approval of Fourth Grade Trip  
 
A tentative schedule for the fourth-grade trip to the U.P. in May was available. 
 

Neff/Peterson  That the fourth-grade trip to the U.P. be approved as presented. 
 

  Ayes – 5; Nays – 0     Motion carried. 
 

X. NEW BUSINESS—DISCUSSION ITEMS AND DATES 
 
A. Lead Teacher Contracts 

 
The Board discussed the contract renewal process for lead teachers for the 2012-2013 school year.  

Mr. Ricketson, along with Mr. Peterson, met with Mr. Handrich and Mrs. Handrich to discuss the current 
administrative structure.  All agreed the overall arrangement was beneficial to students and staff.  Positive 
aspects include increased monitoring of student discipline and achievement, additional knowledge and 
experience brought to the positions, and the ability to act as back-up when Mr. Ricketson is out of the 
building.  Challenges include the numerous interruptions experienced by Mr. Handrich and Mrs. Handrich 
throughout the day, the increasing number of required reports that need to be completed in a timely manner, 
and for Mr. Handrich, the added responsibility of sharing services with Atlanta Schools.  Both are willing 
to continue in the role of lead teacher for the 2012-13 school year and the Negotiations Committee 
recommends that both contracts be renewed. 

 
B. Insurance Benefits 

 
The Board discussed the mandated revisions to the health insurance benefits structure.  The FTA 

was previously contacted regarding the formulation of an insurance committee to research rates and 
employee cost-sharing.  An official letter will be sent to the union requesting dates for an initial meeting.  It 
is imperative that the process begin as soon as possible in order to establish an accurate budget for the 
upcoming fiscal year. 

 
C. Renovation Project 

 
The Board discussed the current status of the central office renovation project.  Mr. John May, 

Architect, will be contacted and a meeting scheduled to discuss plans before the bid process. 
 
D. Superintendent Evaluation Process 

 
The evaluation tool to be used for the Superintendent’s evaluation was available for the Board’s 

review.  Members were asked to bring a completed evaluation to the March meeting for discussion. 
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E. Standing Committee Meeting Dates 

 

1.   The Policy Committee will meet Monday, February 27 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

F. Lapeer Schools Board Resolution Letter 
 

The Board of Education at Lapeer Community Schools recently signed a resolution with concerns 
related to current legislative requirements regarding the need for districts to borrow against state School 
Aid funding at the beginning of the fiscal year.  A letter was sent to fellow School Boards to ask for support 
of this resolution.  The Board will address this matter as an action item at the March Board meeting. 

 
XI.  Board Comments, Communications, and Closing Public Comments 
 

Board Comments:  None 
 
Communications:  None 
 
Closing Public Comments: A live web-cam event will be held February 28 at 2:40 p.m. as part of 

the eighth-grade ITV Spanish class.  The Board is welcome to attend.  
It is the opinion of the supervising paraprofessional that many 
challenges exist with the current program.  These issues need to be 
addressed and corrected for the benefit of the students. 

 
President Miller adjourned the meeting at 8:02 p.m. 

 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       Diana Danhoff, Board Secretary 


